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BOARD NOTICE 101 OF 2021

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHARMACY COUNCIL

A PHARMACIST WHO PROVIDES PHARMACIST-INITIATED MANAGEMENT OF
ANTIRETROVIRAL THERAPY (PIMART) SERVICES IN SOUTH AFRICA: SCOPE OF
PRACTICE, COMPETENCY STANDARDS AND THE CRITERIA FOR ACCREDITATION
OF A PHARMACIST INITIATED MANAGEMENT OF ANTIRETROVIRAL THERAPY
(PIMART) COURSE

The South African Pharmacy Council hereby publishes for implementation, the scope of
practice of a pharmacist who provides PIMART services, the competency standards of such
pharmacists and the criteria for the approval of a curriculum of a PIMART course.

SCHEDULE:

Part 1: Scope of practice for a pharmacist who provides pharmacist-initiated management of
antiretroviral therapy (PIMART) services.

Part 2. Competency standards for a pharmacist who provides pharmacist-initiated
management of antiretroviral therapy (PIMART) services.

Part 3: Criteria for accreditation/approval by the South African Pharmacy Council of a
curriculum leading to the awarding of a PIMART course.

In this notice "the Act" shall mean the Pharmacy Act, 53 of 1974 (as amended), and any
expression to which a meaning has been assigned in the Act shall bear such meaning.

VM TLALA
REGISTRAR

Address: 591 Belvedere Street, Arcadia, Pretoria, 0083,
Private Bag X40040, Arcadia, 0007. Telephone: 0861 7272 00
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PART 1: THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR A PIMART PHARMACIST

In addition to the acts and services which form part of the scope of practice of the pharmacist
as prescribed in terms of Regulations 3 and 4 of the Regulations relating to the practice of
Pharmacy; a pharmacist who has completed the Pharmacist Initiated Management of
Antiretroviral Therapy (PIMART) supplementary training must be allowed to perform
consultations with patients at a pharmacy or in an approved primary health care setting, which
includes:

(@) history taking, performing of screening and confirmatory tests, ordering, conducting and
interpretation of diagnostic and laboratory tests in line with NDoH guidelines (for
diagnosis, clinical staging and assessment of an HIV infected patient or those at high
risk of contracting HIV);

(b) assess and manage the HIV-infected patients or those at high risk of contracting HIV
who require Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) and Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP),
who are not pregnant or under 15 years of age;

(c) decision on safe and appropriate therapy;

(d) initiate anti-retroviral treatment limited to PrEP, PEP and 1st line Antiretroviral Therapy
(ART) plus initiation of TB-Preventative Therapy (TPT) in line with NDoH guidelines;

(e) adjustment of ART (where necessary) which has been prescribed previously;
(f)  monitoring of the outcomes of therapy;
(g) referral to another health care provider where necessary, e.g. discordant results; and

(h) confidential and adequate record keeping.
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PART 2: COMPETENCY STANDARDS FOR A PHARMACIST WHO
PROVIDES PHARMACIST-INITIATED MANAGEMENT OF
ANTIRETROVIRAL THERAPY (PIMART) SERVICES

ACRONYMS

AIDS Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome

ART Antiretroviral Therapy

ARV Antiretroviral

CD4 Cluster of Differentiation 4

CDS8 Cluster of Differentiation 8

ELISA Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay

GP General Practitioner

HIV Human Immunodeficiency Virus

HTS HIV Testing Services

IRIS Immune Reconstitution Inflammatory Syndrome

MTCT Mother-to-Child Transmission

NDoH National Department of Health

PEP Post Exposure Prophylaxis

PhICT Pharmacist-Initiated Counselling and Testing
PIMART Pharmacist-Initiated Management of Antiretroviral Therapy
PMTCT Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission
PreP Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis

B Tuberculosis

TPT TB-preventative treatment

VMMC  Voluntary Medical Male Circumcision

WHO World Health Organisation

DEFINITIONS

Behavioural competency: Typical behaviour observed when effective performers apply
motives, traits or skills to job-relevant tasks.

Competency: A quality or characteristic of a person related to effective or superior
performance. Competency consists of aspects such as attitudes, motives, traits and skills.

Domain: Represents an organised cluster of competencies within a framework and the
domains, with associated competencies.

Fast Track Initiation Counselling: Fast-tracking patients onto ART without delay and
providing minimal ART preparation counselling.

HIV Specialist: A practising physician with a background in clinical, internal or family medicine

who provides comprehensive primary health care services to patients with HIV on a daily
basis.
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AIDS HELPLINE: 0800-0123-22 Preventlon is the cure
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PART 3: CRITERIA FOR ACCREDITATION/APPROVAL BY THE SOUTH
AFRICAN PHARMACY COUNCIL OF A CURRICULUM LEADING TO THE
AWARDING OF A PHARMACIST INITIATED MANAGEMENT OF
ANTIRETROVIRAL THERAPY COURSE

A. INTRODUCTION

In terms of Section 3 of the Pharmacy Act, 53 of 1974, one of the objects of the South African
Pharmacy Council (Council) is to establish, develop, maintain and control universally
acceptable standards of pharmaceutical education.

Council developed these criteria in order to evaluate the Pharmacist Initiated Management
of Antiretroviral Therapy (PIMART) course curriculum of each accredited institution.

B. PRINCIPLES

The criteria for the accreditation/approval of a curriculum leading to the awarding of a
PIMART course are based on the following principles—

1.1 Use of the criteria should promote the application of the principles of good governance
in the process of the evaluation of curricula submitted to Council for approval.

1.2 Any decisions taken with regard to the approval or disapproval of a curriculum must be
defensible by Council.

1.3 Compliance with the criteria will be considered to be a minimum requirement for the
accreditation/approval of the PIMART curriculum.

1.4 The institutional autonomy of the Higher Education Institution (HEI)/Skills Development
Provider (SDP) must be respected.

1.5 Portability will not be used as a basis for approval of courses.

C. CRITERIA FOR ACCREDITATION/APPROVAL OF A CURRICULUM LEADING
TO THE AWARDING OF A PIMART COURSE

1. Criteria for entry to the course

1.1 Evidence must be provided by the prospective provider that pharmacists who wish to
enter into study towards achieving this course must:

(@) be in possession of a Bachelor of Pharmacy (BPharm) degree, or recognised
equivalent,

(b) Dbe registered as a pharmacist with the SAPC, and

(c) have completed their community service year.
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2. Criteria for compliance with the requirements of the course
2.1 Evidence must be provided by the prospective provider that —

2.1.1  The curriculum must be on NQF level 8; and

2.1.2 The duration for completion of the course must be at least 160 notional study
hours.

3. Requirements for pharmacists who want to provide PIMART services

3.1 In order to provide PIMART services, the pharmacist is required to:
3.1.1  Successfully complete the PIMART course with an accredited provider.
3.1.2 Record the PIMART course with the SAPC.
3.1.3 Apply for a Section 22(A)15 permit at the NDoH.

3.1.4 Upon receipt of the Section 22(A)15 permit from the NDoH the pharmacist
must record their permit with the SAPC.

3.1.5 Lastly, the pharmacist may apply for a Practice Code Number from the Board
of Healthcare Funders of Southern Africa (BHF).

4. Criteria for compliance with the outcomes

The prospective provider must provide evidence that the topics and the associated
outcomes have been with complied with as listed in Table 1:
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5. Criteria for compliance with requirements relating to qualifications
and experience of course presenters

5.1 Evidence must be provided by the prospective provider that the
presenter(s) of the course-

5.1.1 have a Bachelor of Pharmacy (BPharm) degree, or recognised
equivalent and be registered as a pharmacist with the SAPC with
prior experience or an additional qualification in HIV management;
or

5.1.2 have a MBChB degree and be registered as a medical practitioner
with the Health Professions Council of South Africa (HPCSA) with
prior experience or an additional qualification in HIV management;
or

5.1.3 is a nurse practitioner who is providing training for the NIMART
course.

6. Criteria for compliance with requirement for prior approval by the
relevant structures of the institution

6.1 Evidence must be provided by the prospective provider that the course
received prior approval by the relevant structures of the HEI or SDP or
providers of short courses.

7. Criteria for compliance with requirements relating to mode of delivery

7.1 Evidence must be provided by the prospective provider that-

7.1.1 the course allows for flexible study hours;

7.1.2 the institution has a reliable electronic platform that makes
provision for sharing of study material and resources;

7.1.3 this platform must have access control and at a minimum allow for
the following:

(i)  General announcements;
(i) Communication with students;

(iii) Resources and training material (e.g. study guides,
PowerPoint presentations and videos);

(iv) Submission of work assignments; and
(v)  Online tests and examinations.

7.1.4 there are comprehensive study guides which guide the student
through the learning process.

7.1.5 there are additional textbooks and references.
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8. Criteria for compliance with requirements relating to assessment and
moderation

8.1 Evidence must be provided by the prospective provider that—

8.1.1 both formative and summative forms of assessment are applied
appropriately throughout the assessment process.

8.1.2 the student is exposed to a minimum of twenty (20) clinical cases
of which ten (10) are observed and ten (10) as part of formal
assessment.

8.1.3 admission to the examination of the course is obtained through
proof of participation confirming that the student has met the
requirement for admission to the examination.

8.1.4 the summative assessment at the end of the course must be in the
form of a written/online examination and a formal Objective
Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE) with two examination
opportunities.

8.1.5 the students must achieve an average mark of at least 60% for the
portfolio of evidence (which includes assignments and clinical
cases), with a subminimum of 60% for each component, in order to
be admitted to the summative assessment (examination).

8.1.6 the subminimum examination mark must be at least 70%. The pass
requirements for the course must be a final course mark of at least
70%.

8.1.7 the final course mark is calculated as follows:

(@) Average mark of compulsory portfolio which includes the ten
(10) documented clinical cases: 33%

(b) Examination mark (written/oral) and OSCE examination: 67%
(c) Final course mark:100%

9. Criteria for compliance with the process of appeal

9.1 Evidence must be provided by the prospective provider that—

9.1.1 there is a process in place in cases where students are in
disagreement regarding the outcome of an assessment
(written/practical).

9.1.2 the appeals process against assessment decisions on the
demonstration of competence by candidates is described in the
study guide.

10. Criteria for compliance with the dishonesty and plagiarism policy

10.1 Evidence must be provided by the prospective provider that there are
policies and procedure in place to address dishonesty and plagiarism.
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11. Criteria for compliance with the certification methods and procedures
11.1 Evidence must be provided by the prospective provider that—

11.1.1 there are procedures in place to ensure that certification of the
students is managed in a secure and safe manner.

11.1.2 the security and accuracy of certificates during printing, filing and
distribution must be assured.

11.1.3 the following information is available for certification of the course

certificate:
(a) provider name and/or logo;
(b) name of the course;
(c) student’s full name (first names followed by surname);
(d) student’s identity numbers;
(e) date of issue of the certificate; and
(f) signatories.

12. Criteria for compliance with facilities and equipment

12.1 Evidence must be provided by the prospective provider that-

12.1.1 If the course is presented in a mode that requires contact

sessions with the students then the physical facilities are:
(a) adequate and include lecture rooms;

(b) The lecture rooms are sufficient in number and adequate
in size to accommodate the number of students; and

(c) The lecture rooms are adequately equipped, well
maintained and provide a reasonably attractive
environment for teaching and learning.

12.1.2 If the course is presented as a distance learning course with
only contact workshops then the institution must have a reliable
electronic platform that makes provision for:

(@) sharing of study material and resources;

(b) submission of work assignments by the students; and

(c) the functionality that allows students to write online tests
and/or exams.

12.1.3 there are offices for administrative staff and course presenters;
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12.1.4 there are clinical simulation facilities (for presentation of
compulsory contact sessions/workshops); and

12.1.5 the clinical simulation facilities are sufficient in number and
adequate in size to accommodate the number of students, and
must be adequately equipped, well maintained and provide a
reasonably attractive environment for teaching and learning.

13. Criteria for compliance with standards for administration and record

keeping
13.1 Evidence must be provided by the prospective provider that-
13.1.1 there is a student administration system for maintaining and
updating detailed information about each enrolled student.
13.1.2 the student Information includes but is not limited to the

following:

(@) student’s full names and surname;
(b) maiden name (if applicable);

(c) ID number;

(d) cell phone number;

(e) e-mail address;

(f)  postal address; and

(9) qualifications.

13.1.3 the student administration system has a functionality to
generate a document that can be used as “Proof of
Registration” for each enrolled student.

13.1.4 the student administration system allows for record keeping of
the marks that each student has obtained during the course

and must include a functionality to generate an “Academic
Record” for each student.
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